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Witchcraze Anne Llewellyn
Barstow 1994 Argues that the
witch hunts of the past were
essentially a pogrom against
women, in which independent
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

women were blamed for the
problems of the times
The Oxford Handbook of
Witchcraft in Early Modern
Europe and Colonial
America Brian P. Levack
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2013-03-28 A collection of
essays from leading scholars in
the ﬁeld that collectively study
the rise and fall of witchcraft
prosecutions in the various
kingdoms and territories of
Europe and in English, Spanish,
and Portuguese colonies in the
Americas.
OCR History B. Andrew
Pickering 2009 As part of the
14-19 curriculum change,
Heinemann has been working in
partnership with OCR to
produce an exciting suite of
resources focused to the new
OCR A Level History B
speciﬁcation.
Witchcraft in Early Modern
England James Sharpe
2014-06-06 With the renewed
interest in the history of
witches and witchcraft, this
timely book provides an
introduction to this fascinating
topic, informed by the main
trends of new thinking on the
subject. Beginning with a
discussion of witchcraft in the
early modern period, and
charting the witch panics that
took place at this time, the
author goes on to look at the
historical debate surrounding
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

the causes of the legal
persecution of witches.
Contemporary views of
witchcraft put forward by
judges, theological writers and
the medical profession are
examined, as is the place of
witchcraft in the popular
imagination. Jim Sharpe also
looks at the gender dimensions
of the witch persecution, and
the treatment of witchcraft in
Elizabethan and Jacobean
drama. Supported by a range of
compelling documents, the
book concludes with an
exploration of why witch panics
declined in the late
seventeenth century and early
eighteenth century.
The Realities of Witchcraft and
Popular Magic in Early Modern
Europe E. Bever 2008-06-11
Exploring the elements of
reality in early modern
witchcraft and popular magic,
through a combination of
detailed archival research and
broad-ranging interdisciplinary
analyses, this book
complements and challenges
existing scholarship, and oﬀers
unique insights into this murky
aspect of early modern history.
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Demonology and Witch-hunting
in Early Modern Europe Julian
Goodare 2020 Demonology the intellectual study of
demons and their powers contributed to the prosecution
of thousands of witches. But
how exactly did intellectual
ideas relate to prosecutions?
Recent scholarship has shown
that some of the
demonologists' concerns
remained at an abstract
intellectual level, while some of
the judges' concerns reﬂected
popular culture. This book
brings demonology and witchhunting back together, while
placing both topics in their
speciﬁc regional cultures. The
book's chapters, each written
by a leading scholar, cover
most regions of Europe, from
Scandinavia and Britain through
to Germany, France and
Switzerland, and Italy and
Spain. By focusing on various
intellectual levels of
demonology, from sophisticated
demonological thought to the
development of speciﬁc
demonological ideas and ideas
within the witch trial
environment, the book oﬀers a
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

thorough examination of the
relationship between
demonology and witch-hunting.
Demonology and Witch-Hunting
in Early Modern Europe is
essential reading for all
students and researchers of the
history of demonology, witchhunting and early modern
Europe.
Witchcraft and Masculinities in
Early Modern Europe A.
Rowlands 2009-10-22 Men – as
accused witches, witch-hunters,
werewolves and the
demonically possessed – are
the focus of analysis in this
collection of essays by leading
scholars of early modern
European witchcraft. The
gendering of witch persecution
and witchcraft belief is explored
through original case-studies
from England, Scotland, Italy,
Germany and France.
De heksenjacht in Europa
1450-1750 Brian Paul Levack
1991 De vervolging van
personen die verdacht werden
van hekserij in Europa tussen
1450 en het einde van de
achttiende eeuw.
Witch-hunting and early
modern Europe Akihito Suzuki
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1993
Superstition and Magic in Early
Modern Europe: A Reader Helen
L. Parish 2014-11-20
Superstition and Magic in Early
Modern Europe brings together
a rich selection of essays which
represent the most important
historical research on religion,
magic and superstition in early
modern Europe. Each essay
makes a signiﬁcant contribution
to the history of magic and
religion in its own right, while
together they demonstrate how
debates over the topic have
evolved over time, providing
invaluable intellectual,
historical, and socio-political
context for readers
approaching the subject for the
ﬁrst time. The essays are
organised around ﬁve key
themes and areas of
controversy. Part One tackles
superstition; Part Two, the
tension between miracles and
magic; Part Three, ghosts and
apparitions; Part Four,
witchcraft and witch trials; and
Part Five, the gradual
disintegration of the 'magical
universe' in the face of
scientiﬁc, religious and practical
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

opposition. Each part is
prefaced by an introduction
that provides an outline of the
historiography and engages
with recent scholarship and
debate, setting the context for
the essays that follow and
providing a foundation for
further study. This collection is
an invaluable toolkit for
students of early modern
Europe, providing both a
focused overview and a
springboard for broader
thinking about the underlying
continuities and discontinuities
that make the study of magic
and superstition a perennially
fascinating topic.
Witch Hunts in Europe and
America William E. Burns 2003
Covering witch hunts from
Germany to New England, this
concise encyclopedia is a
fascinating reference on the
hunt to ﬁnd and persecute
those who practiced witchcraft.
The Witch-Hunt in Early Modern
Europe 4ed, and the Witchcraft
Sourcebook, 2ed - BUNDLE
Brian P. Levack 2015-10-06 The
fourth edition of The WitchHunt in Early Modern
Europe,written by one of the
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leading names in the ﬁeld, is
the ideal resource for both
students and scholars of the
witch-hunts.For those starting
out in their studies of witchbeliefs and witchcraft trials,
Brian Levack provides a concise
survey of this complex and
fascinating topic, while for more
seasoned scholars the
scholarship is brought right up
to date. The Witchcraft
Sourcebook, now in its second
edition, is a fascinating
collection of documents
illustrating the development of
ideas about witchcraft from
ancient times to the eighteenth
century along with commentary
and background by Brian
Levack. Including trial records,
demonological treatises and
sermons, literary texts,
narratives of demonic
possession and artistic
depiction of witches, the
documents show how notions of
witchcraft have changed over
time, and consider the
connection between gender
and witchcraft and the nature
of the witch's perceived power.
Available to purchase as a
bundle, together these two
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

books make the perfect
collection for students and
lecturers of witchcraft and
witch-hunts in the early modern
period.
Brian P. Levack, the WitchHunt in Early Modern
Europe. London, New York,
Longman 1987 Wolfgang
Behringer 2012
Gender and Witchcraft Brian P.
Levack 2013-08-06 Witchcraft
and magical beliefs have
captivated historians and artists
for millennia, and stimulated an
extraordinary amount of
research among scholars in a
wide range of disciplines. This
new collection, from the editor
of the highly acclaimed 1992
set, Articles on Witchcraft,
Magic, and Demonology,
extends the earlier volumes by
bringing together the most
important articles of the past
twenty years and covering the
profound changes in scholarly
perspective over the past two
decades. Featuring thematically
organized papers from a broad
spectrum of publications, the
volumes in this set encompass
the key issues and approaches
to witchcraft research in ﬁelds
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such as gender studies,
anthropology, sociology,
literature, history, psychology,
and law. This new collection
provides students and
researchers with an invaluable
resource, comprising the most
important and inﬂuential
discussions on this topic. A
useful introductory essay
written by the editor precedes
each volume.
Male Witches in Early Modern
Europe Lara Apps 2003-05-02
This book critiques historians’
assumptions about witchhunting as well as their
explanations for this complex
and perplexing phenomenon. It
shows that large numbers of
men were accused of witchcraft
in their own right, in some
regions, more men were
accused than women. The
authors insist on the centrality
of gender, tradition, and ideas
about witches in the
construction of the witch as a
dangerous ﬁgure. They
challenge the marginalization of
male witches by feminist and
other historians.
The witch-hunt in early modern
Europe 1987
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

Early Modern European
Witchcraft Bengt Ankarloo 1990
The history of witchcraft and
sorcery has attracted a great
deal of interest and debate, but
until now studies have been
largely from the Anglo-Saxon
perspective. This book shows
how that approach has blurred
our understanding and
deﬁnition of the issues
involved, and sheds new light
on the history of witchcraft in
England. What had thus far
been seen as peculiar to
England is here shown to be
characteristic of much of
northern Europe. Taking into
account major new
developments in the
historiography of witchcraft--in
methodology, and in the
chronological and geographical
scope of the studies--the
authors explore the relationship
between witchcraft, law, and
theology; the origins and nature
of the witch's sabbath; the
sociology and criminology of
witch-hunting; and the
comparative approach to
European witchcraft. An
impressive amount of archival
work by all of the contributors
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has produced an indispensable
guide to the study of witchcraft,
of interest not only to
historians, but to
anthropologists, criminologists,
psychologists, and sociologists.
Witchcraft in Early Modern
Europe Merry E. Wiesner
2006-12 New to the Problems in
European Civilization series,
this volume oﬀers secondarysource essays organized around
the major controversies and
interpretations of the history of
witchcraft. In four parts, the
text examines the major areas
of recent scholarship:
intellectual foundations and
demonology (Part I); the
political, social, and economic
contexts of early modern
Europe (Part II); accusations,
trials, and panics (Part III); and
gender and witchcraft (Part IV).
The text's pedagogy—a
hallmark of the Problems in
European Civilization
series—includes chapter and
essay introductions, timelines,
illustrations, maps, and
suggested readings. This
volume is suitable for courses
in Western Civilization, as well
as courses focused exclusively
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

on witchcraft or European
women's history. The selections
included in this volume
represent the latest in research
on witchcraft and witch hunts;
many of them explicitly test the
ideas that were developed in
the 1970s, when academic
research on witchcraft saw its
ﬁrst high point. Several sources
focus on areas where witch
hunting was most intense, such
as eastern France and the Holy
Roman Empire, while others
cover areas in which few hunts
took place, such as Norway and
Italy. The text incorporates
recent studies that have been
particularly inﬂuential in the
ﬁeld, including works by Stuart
Clark, Robin Briggs, and
Wolfgang Behringer.
Contributions by scholars from
the United States, England,
Hungary, and Australia
demonstrate that witchcraft
research is truly an
international enterprise.
Witches and Witch-Hunts
Wolfgang Behringer 2004-09-03
In this major new book,
Wolfgang Behringer surveys the
phenomenon of witchcraft past
and present. Drawing on the
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latest historical and
anthropological ﬁndings,
Behringer sheds new light on
the history of European
witchcraft, while demonstrating
that witch-hunts are not simply
part of the European past.
Although witch-hunts have long
since been outlawed in Europe,
other societies have struggled
with the idea that witchcraft
does not exist. As Behringer
shows, witch-hunts continue to
pose a major problem in Africa
and among tribal people in
America, Asia and Australia.
The belief that certain people
are able to cause harm by
supernatural powers endures
throughout the world today.
Wolfgang Behringer explores
the idea of witchcraft as an
anthropological phenomenon
with a historical dimension,
aiming to outline and to
understand the meaning of
large-scale witchcraft
persecutions in early modern
Europe and in present-day
Africa. He deals systematically
with the belief in witchcraft and
the persecution of witches, as
well as with the process of
outlawing witch-hunts. He
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

examines the impact of antiwitch-hunt legislation in Europe,
and discusses the problems
caused in societies where
European law was imposed in
colonial times. In conclusion,
the relationship between
witches old and new is
assessed. This book will make
essential reading for all those
interested in the history and
anthropology of witchcraft and
magic.
Witchcraft in Continental
Europe Brian P. Levack
2013-10-28 Witchcraft and
magical beliefs have captivated
historians and artists for
millennia, and stimulated an
extraordinary amount of
research among scholars in a
wide range of disciplines. This
new collection, from the editor
of the highly acclaimed 1992
set, Articles on Witchcraft,
Magic, and Demonology,
extends the earlier volumes by
bringing together the most
important articles of the past
twenty years and covering the
profound changes in scholarly
perspective over the past two
decades. Featuring thematically
organized papers from a broad
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spectrum of publications, the
volumes in this set encompass
the key issues and approaches
to witchcraft research in ﬁelds
such as gender studies,
anthropology, sociology,
literature, history, psychology,
and law. This new collection
provides students and
researchers with an invaluable
resource, comprising the most
important and inﬂuential
discussions on this topic. A
useful introductory essay
written by the editor precedes
each volume.
De heksenhamer Heinrich
Institoris 2005 Het beruchte
15e eeuwse handboek voor
inquisiteurs, ten behoeve van
de opsporing en vervolging van
heksen.
Everyday Magic in Early Modern
Europe Kathryn A. Edwards
2016-03-09 While pre-modern
Europe is often seen as having
an 'enchanted' or 'magical'
worldview, the full implications
of such labels remain
inconsistently explored.
Witchcraft, demonology, and
debates over pious practices
have provided the main
avenues for treating those
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

themes, but integrating them
with other activities and ideas
seen as forming an enchanted
Europe has proven to be a
much more diﬃcult task. This
collection oﬀers one method of
demystifying this world of
everyday magic. Integrating
case studies and more
theoretical responses to the
magical and preternatural, the
authors here demonstrate that
what we think of as
extraordinary was often
accepted as legitimate, if
unusual, occurrences or
practices. In their treatment of
and attitudes towards spiritassisted treasure-hunting,
magical recipes, trials for
sanctity, and visits by guardian
angels, early modern
Europeans showed more
acceptance of and comfort with
the extraordinary than modern
scholars frequently
acknowledge. Even witchcraft
could be more pervasive and
less threatening than many
modern interpretations
suggest. Magic was both
mundane and mysterious in
early modern Europe, and the
witches who practiced it could
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in many ways be quite ordinary
members of their communities.
The vivid cases described in
this volume should make the
reader question how to
distinguish the ordinary and
extraordinary and the extent to
which those terms need to be
redeﬁned for an early modern
context. They should also make
more immediate a world in
which magic was an everyday
occurrence.
Imagining the Witch Laura
Kounine 2018-11-01 Imagining
the Witch explores emotions,
gender, and selfhood through
the lens of witch-trials in early
modern Germany. Witch-trials
were clearly a gendered
phenomenon, but witchcraft
was not a uniquely female
crime. While women
constituted approximately
three quarters of those tried for
witchcraft in the Holy Roman
Empire, a signiﬁcant minority
were men. Witchcraft was also
a crime of unbridled passion: it
centred on the notion that one
person's emotions could have
tangible and deadly physical
consequences. Yet it is also
true that not all suspicions of
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

witchcraft led to a formal
accusation, and not all witchtrials led to the stake. Indeed,
just over half the total number
put on trial for witchcraft in
early modern Europe were
executed. In order to
understand how early modern
people imagined the witch, we
must ﬁrst begin to understand
how people understood
themselves and each other; this
can help us to understand how
the witch could be a member of
the community, living alongside
their accusers, yet inspire such
visceral fear. Through an
examination of case studies of
witch-trials that took place in
the early modern Lutheran
duchy of Württemberg in
southwestern Germany, Laura
Kounine examines how the
community, church, and the
agents of the law sought to
identify the witch, and the ways
in which ordinary men and
women fought for their lives in
an attempt to avoid the stake.
The study further explores the
visual and intellectual
imagination of witchcraft in this
period in order to piece
together why witchcraft could
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be aligned with such strong
female stereotypes on the one
hand, but also be imagined as a
crime that could be committed
by any human, whether young
or old, male or female. By
moving beyond stereotypes of
the witch, Imagining the Witch
argues that understandings of
what constituted witchcraft and
the 'witch' appear far more
contested and unstable than
has previously been suggested.
It also suggests new ways of
thinking about early modern
selfhood which moves beyond
teleological arguments about
the development of the
'modern' self. Indeed, it is the
trial process itself that created
the conditions for a diverse
range of people to reﬂect on,
and give meaning, to emotions,
gender, and the self in early
modern Lutheran Germany.
Witchcraft and Magic in Europe,
Volume 4 Stuart Clark 2002 The
ﬁfteenth to eighteenth
centuries was a period of
witchcraft prosecutions
throughout Europe and modern
scholars have now devoted a
huge amount of research to
these episodes. This volume
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

will attempt to bring this work
together by summarising the
history of the trials in a new
way - according to the types of
legal systems involved. Other
topics covered will be the
continued practical use made of
magic, the elaboration of
demonological theories about
witchcraft and magic, and the
further development of
scientiﬁc interests in natural
magic through the 'Neoplatonic'
and 'Hermetic' period.Amongst
the topics included here are
Superstition and Belief in high
and popular culture, the place
of Medicine, Witchcraft
survivals in art and literature,
and the survival of
Persecution.>
The Witch Hunts Robert
Thurston 2013-11-26 Tens of
thousands of people were
persecuted and put to death as
witches between 1400 and
1700 – the great age of witch
hunts. Why did the witch hunts
arise, ﬂourish and decline
during this period? What
purpose did the persecutions
serve? Who was accused, and
what was the role of magic in
the hunts? This important
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reassessment of witch panics
and persecutions in Europeand
colonial America both
challenges and enhances
existing interpretations of the
phenomenon. Locating its
origins 400 years earlier in the
growing perception of threats
to Western Christendom,
Robert Thurston outlines the
development of a ‘persecuting
society’ in which campaigns
against scapegoats such as
heretics, Jews, lepers and
homosexuals set the scene for
the later witch hunts. He
examines the creation of the
witch stereotype and looks at
how the early trials and hunts
evolved, with the shift from
accusatory to inquisitorial court
procedures and reliance upon
confessions leading to the
increasing use of torture.
The Witch as Muse Linda C.
Hults 2005 The Witch as Muse
is an interdisciplinary study of
varied contexts and discourses
that intersect in early modern
artists' representations of
witchcraft.
Witch-Hunting in Scotland
Brian P. Levack 2019-07-16
Shortlisted for the 2008
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

Katharine Briggs Award WitchHunting in Scotland presents a
fresh perspective on the trial
and execution of the hundreds
of women and men prosecuted
for the crime of witchcraft, an
oﬀence that involved the
alleged practice of maleﬁcent
magic and the worship of the
devil, for inﬂicting harm on
their neighbours and making
pacts with the devil. Brian P.
Levack draws on law, politics
and religion to explain the
intensity of Scottish witchhunting. Topics discussed
include: the distinctive features
of the Scottish criminal justice
system the use of torture to
extract confessions the
intersection of witch-hunting
with local and national politics
the relationship between statebuilding and witch-hunting and
the role of James VI Scottish
Calvinism and the
determination of zealous
Scottish clergy and magistrates
to achieve a godly society. This
original survey combines broad
interpretations of the rise and
fall of Scottish witchcraft
prosecutions with detailed case
studies of speciﬁc witch-hunts.
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Witch-Hunting in Scotland
makes fascinating reading for
anyone with an interest in
witchcraft or in the political,
legal and religious history of
the early modern period.
The Witch-Hunt in Early
Modern Europe Brian P.
Levack 2013-11-05 Between
1450 and 1750 thousands of
people – most of them women –
were accused, prosecuted and
executed for the crime of
witchcraft. The witch-hunt was
not a single event; it comprised
thousands of individual
prosecutions, each shaped by
the religious and social
dimensions of the particular
area as well as political and
legal factors. Brian Levack sorts
through the proliferation of
theories to provide a coherent
introduction to the subject, as
well as contributing to the
scholarly debate. The book:
Examines why witchcraft
prosecutions took place, how
many trials and victims there
were, and why witch-hunting
eventually came to an end.
Explores the beliefs of both
educated and illiterate people
regarding witchcraft. Uses
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

regional and local studies to
give a more detailed analysis of
the chronological and
geographical distribution of
witch-trials. Emphasises the
legal context of witchcraft
prosecutions. Illuminates the
social, economic and political
history of early modern Europe,
and in particular the position of
women within it. In this fully
updated third edition of his
exceptional study, Levack
incorporates the vast amount of
literature that has emerged
since the last edition. He
substantially extends his
consideration of the decline of
the witch-hunt and goes further
in his exploration of witchhunting after the trials,
especially in contemporary
Africa. New illustrations vividly
depict beliefs about witchcraft
in early modern Europe.
Witch Hunts and State Building
in Early Modern Europe Linnea
de Gouges 2018-09-21 The
formidable witch hunts in Early
Modern Europe (ca. 1500-1700)
have been subject to a vast
number of studies and
speculations regarding their
causes. In this book, they are
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connected with the increasingly
authoritarian state apparatuses
which were being consolidated
during the actual time period,
and explained as eﬀorts by the
state and church authorities to
divide and conquer rebellious
peasant populations. In the
early 16th century, the German
peasant war shook the
foundations of the emerging
German states and their
aristocratic and clerical leaders,
threatening to abort the
development of centralized
states in Europe and supplant
them with confederal
sociopolitical structures. The
witch hunts in the subsequent
two centuries are explained as
a decisive campaign to put an
end to the rebellious and often
times revolutionary peasants, a
campaign which succeeded to
an increasing extent through
new scientiﬁc discoveries and
the development of vast
military resources in the hands
of the Early Modern States.
With the new enlightened ideas
in the late 17th and 18th
century, the mania for hunting
down witches faded into
history, as the centralized
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

European states consolidated
their hegemony. This book will
be of great relevance for the
student of Early Modern history,
as well as for the general
reader who takes an interest in
the massive persecution of
Europe's "outsiders" in an era
when superstition was rampant
and people were easily scared
by religious propaganda in the
form of the "Devil threat."
Women and Gender in Early
Modern Europe Merry E.
Wiesner 2000-07-03 This is a
major new textbook, designed
for students in all disciplines
seeking an introduction to the
very latest research on all
aspects of women's lives in
Europe from 1500 to 1750, and
on the development of the
notions of masculinity and
femininity. The coverage is
geographically broad, ranging
from Spain to Scandinavia, and
from Russia to Ireland, and the
topics investigated include the
female life-cycle, literacy,
women's economic role,
sexuality, artistic creations,
female piety - and witchcraft and the relationship between
gender and power. To aid
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students each chapter contains
extensive notes on further
reading (but few footnotes),
and the approach throughout is
designed to render the subject
in as accessible and stimulating
manner as possible. Women
and Gender in Early Modern
Europe is suitable for usage on
numerous courses in women's
history, early modern European
history, and comparative
history.
Writing Witch-Hunt
Histories Marko Nenonen
2013-10-04 The book gives an
analytical review of the history
of witch-hunt historiography.
The history of the witch-hunt
research gives understanding
of cultural and academic trends
which direct any research even
when scholars are not
cognisent of their underlying
premises.
The Witchcraft Sourcebook
Brian P. Levack 2015-06-09 The
Witchcraft Sourcebook, now in
its second edition, is a
fascinating collection of
documents that illustrates the
development of ideas about
witchcraft from ancient times to
the eighteenth century. Many of
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

the sources come from the
period between 1400 and 1750,
when more than 100,000
people - most of them women were prosecuted for witchcraft
in Europe and colonial America.
During these years the
prominent stereotype of the
witch as an evil magician and
servant of Satan emerged.
Catholics and Protestants alike
feared that the Devil and his
human confederates were
destroying Christian society.
Including trial records,
demonological treatises and
sermons, literary texts,
narratives of demonic
possession, and artistic
depiction of witches, the
documents reveal how
contemporaries from various
periods have perceived alleged
witches and their activities.
Brian P. Levack shows how
notions of witchcraft have
changed over time and
considers the connection
between gender and witchcraft
and the nature of the witch's
perceived power. This second
edition includes an extended
section on the witch trials in
England, Scotland and New
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England, fully revised and
updated introductions to the
sources to include the latest
scholarship and a short
bibliography at the end of each
introduction to guide students
in their further reading. The
Sourcebook provides students
of the history of witchcraft with
a broad range of sources, many
of which have been translated
into English for the ﬁrst time,
with commentary and
background by one of the
leading scholars in the ﬁeld.
The Period of the Witch Trials
Bengt Ankarloo 2002 Each
volume in the series Witchcraft
and Magic in Europe combines
the traditional approaches of
political, legal, and social
historians with a critical
synthesis of cultural
anthropology, historical
psychology, and gender
studies. The series, complete in
six volumes, provides a
modern, scholarly survey of the
supernatural beliefs of
Europeans from ancient times
to the present day. Most
European prosecutions for the
crime of witchcraft occurred
between the ﬁfteenth and
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

seventeenth centuries, with the
peak coming in the hundred
years after 1560. This volume
brings together the large
amount of recent scholarship
on witchcraft of this period and
provides a novel analysis of the
trials by considering the legal
systems involved. Witch hunts,
methods of torture, and the
scientiﬁc interest in magic
spells and demonology as an
intellectual pursuit are also
covered in detail.
Witch-hunting in Early
Modern Europe Brian P.
Levack 1992
Early Modern Europe
Captivating History 2019-04-13
Explore the Captivating History
of Early Modern Europe The
beginning of modern Europe
was a time of confusion,
excitement, suspicion, hope,
despair, and ideas. It was a
time of a lot of change spread
out over just a few hundred
years, but the end result was a
completely diﬀerent world than
the one that had come before
it. This book includes details of
the transition from the Middle
Ages to the early modern era,
where Europe saw signiﬁcant
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shifts across the continent in
phases. The years following the
30 Years War until the 1800s
are treated as a transition
between the early and current
modern eras. The unrest that
started at the end of the Middle
Ages exploded following the
Thirty Years' War, and it
marked the change to many of
the thought processes widely
accepted as true today. In Early
modern Europe: A Captivating
Guide to a Period in European
History with Events Such as The
Thirty Years War and The Salem
Witch Hunts and Political
Powers Such as England and
The Ottoman Empire, you will
discover topics such as The
World Leading to the Modern
Era The European Power
Dynamic The Age of Discovery
Sanctioned Piracy - Ruling the
High Seas Religious Corruption
and Upheaval The Inquisition
The Protestant Reformation The
Thirty Years' War Witch Hunts Including the Infamous Salem
Witch Trials The Italian
Renaissance Johannes
Gutenberg - One Invention to
Change the World The Slow
Transition to Today And much,
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

much more! So if you want to
learn more about Early Modern
Europe, scroll up and click the
"add to cart" button!
Witchcraft in Early Modern
Europe Jonathan Barry
1998-03-12 This important
collection brings together both
established ﬁgures and new
researchers to oﬀer fresh
perspectives on the evercontroversial subject of the
history of witchcraft. Using
Keith Thomas's Religion and the
Decline of Magic as a starting
point, the contributors explore
the changes of the last twentyﬁve years in the understanding
of early modern witchcraft, and
suggest new approaches,
especially concerning the
cultural dimensions of the
subject. Witchcraft cases must
be understood as power
struggles, over gender and
ideology as well as social
relationships, with a crucial role
played by alternative
representations. Witchcraft was
always a contested idea, never
fully established in early
modern culture but much
harder to dislodge than has
usually been assumed. The
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essays are European in scope,
with examples from Germany,
France, and the Spanish
expansion into the New World,
as well as a strong core of
English material.
The European Witch-Hunt Julian
Goodare 2016-05-12 The
European Witch-Hunt seeks to
explain why thousands of
people, mostly lower-class
women, were deliberately
tortured and killed in the name
of religion and morality during
three centuries of intermittent
witch-hunting throughout
Europe and North America.
Combining perspectives from
history, sociology, psychology
and other disciplines, this book
provides a comprehensive
account of witch-hunting in
early modern Europe. Julian
Goodare sets out an original
interpretation of witch-hunting
as an episode of ideologicallydriven persecution by the
‘godly state’ in the era of the
Reformation and CounterReformation. Full weight is also
given to the context of village
social relationships, and there
is a detailed analysis of gender
issues. Witch-hunting was a
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

legal operation, and the courts’
rationale for interrogation
under torture is explained.
Panicking local elites, rather
than central governments, were
at the forefront of witchhunting. Further chapters
explore folk beliefs about
legendary witches, and
intellectuals’ beliefs about a
secret conspiracy of witches in
league with the Devil. Witchhunting eventually declined
when the ideological pressure
to combat the Devil’s allies
slackened. A ﬁnal chapter sets
witch-hunting in the context of
other episodes of modern
persecution. This book is the
ideal resource for students
exploring the history of witchhunting. Its level of detail and
use of social theory also make
it important for scholars and
researchers.
Outlines and Highlights for
the Witch-Hunt in Early
Modern Europe by Brian
Levack, Isbn Cram101
Textbook Reviews 2010-01
Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again!
Virtually all testable terms,
concepts, persons, places, and
events are included. Cram101
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Textbook Outlines gives all of
the outlines, highlights, notes
for your textbook with optional
online practice tests. Only
Cram101 Outlines are Textbook
Speciﬁc. Cram101 is NOT the
Textbook. Accompanys:
9780582419018
The Witch-Hunt in Early
Modern Europe Brian P.
Levack 2013-11-05 Between
1450 and 1750 thousands of
people – most of them women –
were accused, prosecuted and
executed for the crime of
witchcraft. The witch-hunt was
not a single event; it comprised
thousands of individual
prosecutions, each shaped by
the religious and social
dimensions of the particular
area as well as political and
legal factors. Brian Levack sorts
through the proliferation of
theories to provide a coherent
introduction to the subject, as
well as contributing to the
scholarly debate. The book:
Examines why witchcraft
prosecutions took place, how
many trials and victims there
were, and why witch-hunting
eventually came to an end.
Explores the beliefs of both
the-witch-hunt-in-early-modern-europe-brian-p-levack

educated and illiterate people
regarding witchcraft. Uses
regional and local studies to
give a more detailed analysis of
the chronological and
geographical distribution of
witch-trials. Emphasises the
legal context of witchcraft
prosecutions. Illuminates the
social, economic and political
history of early modern Europe,
and in particular the position of
women within it. In this fully
updated third edition of his
exceptional study, Levack
incorporates the vast amount of
literature that has emerged
since the last edition. He
substantially extends his
consideration of the decline of
the witch-hunt and goes further
in his exploration of witchhunting after the trials,
especially in contemporary
Africa. New illustrations vividly
depict beliefs about witchcraft
in early modern Europe.
Witchcraft in Early Modern
Germany Anne Sophie Günzel
2007-11 Seminar paper from
the year 2004 in the subject
History Europe - Other
Countries - Middle Ages, Early
Modern Age, grade: English
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Grade:58% von 70%, University
of Nottingham (School of
History), course: Hauptseminar:
Gender and Society in Early
Modern Europe, language:
English, abstract: 'Witchhunting is seen as something
pathological, a disease infecting
like a plague the body of the
communities in witch it raged.'1
With these words the historian
Bob Scribner described
witchcraft and witch-hunts.
They are deﬁned as something
negative and pathological and
it is obviously that witchcraft
could easily emerged because
of the traditional beliefs rooted
in the early modern society of
Germany. Witchcraft and
witchhunts emerged in this
period and made the population
susceptible to the carrying out
of denunciation and elimination
of innocent people. The
population had been easily
inﬂuenced by the authorities
like magistrates and their fellow
citizens. In the following
discussion/passage, witchcraft
and witch-hunts concerning the
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early modern Europe will be
less prominent rather than the
study about witchcraft and
witchhunts in early modern
Germany. In particular the main
focus will stress on the south of
Germany because it was the
centre of witchcraft and witchhunts. In addition to that some
examples will be mentioned to
show special witchcraft and
witch- hunt cases. First it will be
examined how the term 'witch'
is deﬁned shown in a historical,
linguistic and an etymological
way. Then the two authors of
the Malleus maleﬁcarum2 and
their ideas about witches and
witchcraft will be mentioned. In
the forth chapter the social
context shall be examined. In
this passage the accused shall
be represented and the reasons
which led to their accusation. In
the last chapter the witch-hunts
in early modern Germany shall
be represented. It keeps the
question in what way the witchhunts increased during the
early modern period and which
reasons contributed to their
decline. Furthe
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